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Pillar I: Setting the Context 
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Introduction 

 

 Global Political and Economic Instability 

 Different Approach Required for Economic Prosperity 

 R&D and Innovation continue to be the key drivers of 

economic growth and high quality job creation 
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EU R&D System is Getting Stronger 
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Sweden, Luxembourg, and Croatia Go Beyond 

National R&D Targets. Yet, Bulgaria falls behind! 
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Share of EU Structural Funds, initially allocated under 

Research & Technical Development Infrastructure 

 
Source: DG Regional and Urban Policy, EC (2014) 
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R&D Funding in Bulgaria 
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Source: DG Research and Innovation, European Commission; Data: EUROSTAT; DG ECFIN. 



BULGARIA: EU FPs/ National Funding Instruments 

5-th Framework (1998-2002) 6-th Framework 2002-2006 7-th Framework 2007-2013  

20 mln. USD 45 mln. USD 105 mln. USD 

NATIONAL FUNDING INSTRUMENTS AVAILABLE FUNDING (in USD) 

National Innovation Fund (2005-2016) 50 mln.  

National Science Fund (2005-2016) 168 mln. 
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Source: National Statistical Institute (2016) 



Innovation Performance of Bulgaria:  

Lagging Behind …and the role of RIS 3 

Source: Innovation Union Scoreboard, EC (2015)  
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Pillar II: Output of the National Science System 
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Number of researchers in FTE 
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Source: Eurostat Database, Source: 
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/data/database [14 January 2017]. 

http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/data/database


R&D Researchers in Bulgaria  
(full-time contract) 
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Source: National Statistical Institute (2016) 
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Bulgarian Patent Applications (EU) 

Patent applications (EPO) 
 

Issued patents (EPO)f 

 
 
 
Source: EPO (2016) 
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Bulgarian Patent Applications (USA) 

Patent applications (USPTO) 
 

Issued patents (USPTO) 

 
 
 
Source: USPTO (2016) 
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Pillar III: Governance of Science and 

Innovation 
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Governance Mechanism of the National Science and 

Innovation System of Bulgaria 
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Source: RI3S for Bulgaria. 



Policy & Legal Framework 

 

 Increase of the R&D Funds – up to 1,5% of GDP 

 Establishment of Science Technology Parks and Centers of 

Excellence/Competence 

 Reform of the National Science Fund towards transparency and monitoring 

for increase of the effectiveness of public financing 

 
Law for Promotion of Scientific Research 
 
National Strategy for Scientific Research 2025 
 
Regional Innovation Smart Specialization Strategy for Bulgaria 
 
Law for Innovations (planning ahead) 
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Conceptual structure of the New PARI Agency 
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Conclusions 

 

 

 Planning Ahead 
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